
 

Te Waka o Aoraki Regional Sprint Championships 2026 
Saturday 5 December – Lake Ruataniwha, Twizel 

Event Pānui / Information 
 

E ngā waka, e ngā reo, e ngā tai e whā o Te Waka o Aoraki 
Nau mai, tauti mai ki te whakataetae waka ama o te motu nei i tēnei tau 

Kei raro i te maru o Aoraki, te taha hoki o te awa hoki o Ōhau 
Rātou ki a rātou e ngā mate kuawheturangitia, tātou ki a tātou e ngā kanohi ora 

Nō reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā tātou katoa 
Te Waka o Aoraki welcome paddlers from around the region to the 2026 Te Waka o Aoraki Regional Sprint 
Championships to be held at Lake Ruataniwha on Saturday the 5th of December 2026. This is the 
qualification event for paddlers wishing to race in a W1 and/or the Regional W12 at the 2027 Waka Ama 
National Sprint Championships to be held at Lake Karapiro from 16th – 23rd January 2027. 

VENUE – Lake Ruataniwha, Twizel 

 
After the success last year, we are again hosting the event at Lake Ruataniwha.  A world class aquatic 
paddling event site that hosts Local, Regional, and National Rowing, Dragon Boat, and Kayak events. The 
lake is situated just south of Twizel on State Highway 8 and is accessed via Max Smith Drive. 

Important Dates 

●​ 1st August​ ​ Event Pānui Released 
●​ 25th November           Entries Close 
●​ 3rd December​​ Draft Land Draw Published 
●​ 4th December          ​ Final Lane Draw Published 
●​ 5th December          ​ Race Day 
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Entry Fees and Age Divisions 

●​ Juniors (19 years old or younger)     ​$5.00 
●​ Seniors                                            ​ $15.00     
●​ Age Divisions                                    ​Intermediate (<13yrs) to Masters 80+ 

Note: Entry fee covers all racing in W1’s and W6’s 

Note: Paddlers must be affiliated to WAANZ ( 30TUhttp://www.wakaama.co.nz/affiliationcheckerU30T ) 

Entries are to be made via the Waka Ama New Zealand Website with registration fees to be paid 
ahead of the event via your club. Please see your Club representative to sort out your entry. 

Race Distance 
 

●​ W1:500m / 250m ●​ W6:500m/1000m/1500m ●​ W12: 500m 

Indicative Programme – Saturday 5 December 2026 

0800-0820 Karakia, welcome and event brief 
0820-0900 Registration and W1 Weigh in (fully rigged waka must weigh 14kg minimum) 
0900-1100 W1 500m  
1100-1200 W1 250m  
1200-1300 W6 500m  
1300-1400 W6 1500m/1000m 
1400-1500 W12 500m 
1700- After Function Venue hosted at The Top Hut Bar & Bistro, Twizel 

Regional W1 500m and 250m Dash Representative Qualification Process 

Each region has at least 4 entries in each age division for W1 500m events. And two Premier Men and 
Premier Women, and two J19 Men and Women entries into the W1 250m dash race for the WAANZ Sprint 
Nationals. There are also additional places in the W1 500m events based on finalists from each regional 
from the previous year’s nationals. E.g. 3 TWoA finalists = 4 + 3 = 7 entries for Nationals. 

W1 500m qualifiers from TWoA will be decided at the regional event by placings in the W1 500m final of 
each division. Paddlers that cannot make the regional event, but who wish to be waitlisted for consideration 
of a W1 spot, must contact the TWOA President ahead of the event. You may then be allocated a spot if 
all other qualifiers from the regional event pass on their spot. 

The W1 250 Dash race happens just before the Regional W12 race on Thursday afternoon. The premier 
men’s and women’s events are for all age divisions from Open to Master 70s. To align our regional event 
with the national event paddlers will get one race to set a time, followed by a final for the top qualifying 
times in each gender.  The fastest two times out of each gender in both the J19 and Premier divisions will 
qualify to be our regional 250 dash reps. 

Regional W12 Qualification Process 

Each region also puts forward a Mens and a Womens Regional W12 team to compete at the Sprint 
Nationals. Qualification for these teams are based on paddlers competing in the W1 250m Dash at the 
TWOA Regional Sprints – selection for the W12 teams is still to be confirmed.  Anyone wanting to be 
considered for selection must commit to attending Nationals and show their intent at time of registration 
for the W1 250m Dash.  

Notes 

●​ Entries must be made via your club and fees paid ahead of the event. 
●​ W6/W12 waka will be supplied by TWOA. W1 waka must be supplied by paddlers and weighed. 
●​ Clubs are expected to help with running our Region’s event. 
●​ You must enter the W1 250 Dash if you want to qualify for the Regional W12 Team. 
●​ Questions or Enquires please contact the race director Maaka Rangihuna (0276126215) or TWoA 

President Brendon Timmins (021725816 or twoa.president@gmail.com)  
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Lake Ruataniwha Venue and Racecourse Map 
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